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Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée, professor and 
Holtschneider Chair of Vincentian Studies 
(center); Salma Ghanem, interim provost (left); 
and Guillermo Vásquez de Velasco, dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences; 
celebrate the Vincentian Studies Institute’s 
40th anniversary.
Courtesy DePaul University/Randall Spriggs
NEWS
V.S.I. Celebrates 40th Anniversary and Inaugurates the Holtschneider Chair in Vincentian 
Studies at DePaul University 
 From DePaul University’s Newsline, written by Rachel Marciano: “On Thursday, 
September 24th, 2019, the university celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Vincentian 
Studies Institute. Founded in 1979 and sponsored by DePaul as part of the Division of 
Mission and Ministry, the Vincentian Studies Institute promotes a living interest in the 
heritage of the Vincentian Family, established by St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de 
Marillac.
 “In its 40 years of existence, the Vincentian Studies Institute has contributed 
extensively to our understanding of St. Vincent, St. Louise and the history of the Congregation 
of the Mission,” says A. Gabriel Esteban, Ph.D., president of DePaul. “No other institution 
has the scholars, professional and academic expertise or the technological capacity to 
accomplish what the Vincentian Studies Institute has done. That is indeed something to 
celebrate,” he says.
 During the commemoration, DePaul welcomed its inaugural Holtschneider Chair in 
Vincentian Studies, Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée, Ph.D. Joining the university from the 
Sorbonne in Paris, France, Dr. Brejon de Lavergnée will serve as a full professor, in addition 
to his role as the first HCVS. Dr. Brejon de Lavergnée has research interests and experience 
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in nineteenth-century France and Europe, charity, philanthropy and service to the poor, 
Vincentian history and spirituality—many of which overlap with DePaul’s Vincentian 
mission and the purpose behind the HCVS. 
 “This position is an important contribution to DePaul’s investment in Vincentian 
Studies and fulfillment of the first goal in Grounded in Mission, ‘to ensure DePaul remains 
the premiere international center for the studies of Vincentian history and spirituality,’” 
says Scott Kelley, the [now former] associate vice president for mission integration in 
the Division of Mission and Ministry. “Matthieu is an exceptional scholar who will make 
important contributions to these efforts and to our campus.”
 Housed in the Department of Catholic Studies in the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences and named for past university president, the Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M., 
the HCVS reflects DePaul’s continual investment in understanding Vincentian heritage 
from a scholarly perspective. “Because the VSI is embedded in our Division of Mission and 
Ministry, Vincentian heritage is one of the pillars of leadership development for mission 
among students, faculty and staff,” Kelley says. “It makes sense for us to have a chair in 
Vincentian Studies. As a university sponsored by the Congregation of the Mission, we have 
developed a much fuller picture of Vincent, Louise and our heritage thanks to the critical 
research of historians, theologians, and ethicists.”
 Beyond conducting research for the VSI, Dr. Brejon de Lavergnée will also teach 
courses, offer lectures to the campus community, and serve on the board of the Vincentian 
Studies Institute.” See: Newsline October 17, 2019
VSI 40th Anniversary Video
 In this DePaul University Vincentian Studies Institute 40th anniversary video, we 
celebrate decades of accomplishment in our mission to promote a living interest in the 
historical, spiritual, and charitable heritage of the Vincentian Family under the patronage of 
Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac. Through interviews with its foundational 
members, we learn how the VSI came about, how it evolved to become the premier 
international resource for Vincentian studies, and the impact it has had and continues to 
have on the world today. Watch here: VSI 40th Anniversary Video on YouTube 
V.S.I. Announces New Additional Texts of Vincent de Paul Now Available to 
Download
 The DePaul University Vincentian Studies Institute in the Division of Mission & 
Ministry is pleased to announce the online publication of four volumes of additional Vincent 
de Paul texts. These supplement the fourteen volumes of Correspondence, Conferences, 
and Documents of Saint Vincent de Paul, published in French a century ago by Pierre Coste, 
C.M. The translator and editor of these new works is John E. Rybolt, C.M. 
 These fully searchable, free to download pdf e-Books offer more than 650 additional 
texts compiled by Fr. Rybolt since the final translated volume of Coste’s collection of Vincent’s 
writings was published in 2014. They represent over 4,000 pages of letters, conferences, and 
documents which are largely unknown, at least in translation. Gathered over several years 
thanks to the contributions of many scholars, they appear here in their original languages 
of French, Latin, and Italian, followed by an English translation. 
 The four new volumes comprise one each of correspondence and conferences, and 
two volumes of documents. The Vincentian Studies Institute presents them as an open-
ended collection, allowing for additional texts to be added as they come to light, as well as 
corrections and updates. Finally, it is anticipated that translations of these new materials 
will become available in other languages and thus further facilitate their use throughout the 
worldwide Vincentian Family. 
 We are making these new texts available to download for free on Via Sapientiae, 
the institutional repository of DePaul University. This repository hosts a wide variety of 
the V.S.I.’s publications and collected works and is utilized by thousands of scholars and 
interested readers around the world each year. Click through to access each new volume of 
the collection:
• Correspondence: CCD Additional Texts
• Conferences: CCD Additional Texts
• Documents, part one: CCD Additional Texts
• Documents, part two: CCD Additional Texts 
 It is hoped that these new texts will further our understanding and appreciation of 
the great saint of charity, Vincent de Paul. 
COVID-19: Some Wisdom from the Past. The Experience of St. Vincent de Paul
 In light of the pandemic that has swept the world this year, we invite you to read a 
remarkable new essay by Reverend Robert P. Maloney, C.M., 23rd Superior General of the 
Congregation of the Mission, on how Vincent de Paul approached the challenges of mass 
sickness and plague during his era, and what these words might mean for us. The work 
is published on the DePaul University Division of Mission and Ministry blog and is also 
available for download as a pdf.
 This notable piece has also been recorded as a podcast, the audio of which can be 
heard on the blog or by visiting the Vincentian Heritage Podcast page. We hope that you 
will share this work with family, friends, and colleagues.
DePaul University Acquires Two More Letters of Vincent de Paul
 Rev. Edward Udovic, C.M., on behalf of the Vincentian Studies Institute, and in 
coordination with the Division of Mission & Ministry, is happy to announce the recent 
acquisitions of two Vincent de Paul manuscript letters.
 The first [pictured here] was purchased in February of 2020. The letter is number 
2656 in volume 7 of Pierre Coste’s Correspondence, Conferences, Documents, and was 
originally part of the Hains Family Collection. The collection was put up for auction on 
28 October 1989 by French bookseller Xavier Charmoy and included thirty-two letters to 
Firmin Get, one to Philippe Le Vacher, and one to Dominique Lhuillier. This letter was 
written by St. Vincent’s secretary Bertrand Ducournau (1614-1686) and signed by Vincent 
de Paul at the bottom. 2 pages. 18 x 12cm.
 The second, purchased several weeks later, is another previously known Vincent 
letter. This letter is number 3011 in volume 8 of Coste. It was also originally part of the Hains 
Family Collection. The letter was written by St. Vincent’s secretary Bertrand Ducournau and 
signed by Vincent de Paul at the bottom. The postscript is also in the saint’s handwriting. 1 
page. 18 x 12cm.
 Both letters will join our growing Vincentiana manuscript collection at DePaul 
University’s Archives and Special Collections, the repository for the Vincentiana Collections 
of the Vincentian Studies Institute of the United States.
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In Memoriam: Sister Josephine Burns, D.C., Coauthor of “Praying with 
Elizabeth Seton” 
 Josephine Burns and her twin sister, Mary, were born 18 January 1930 in Watertown, 
New York. Even though their paths diverged greatly, they remained close. In later years, 
Sr. Josephine resided at Labouré Residence in Los Altos Hills, and Mary resided at the 
Daughters-sponsored Villa Siena in Mountain View. 
 Sr. Josephine valued education, writing, teaching, and devoting her life to the mission 
of the Daughters of Charity. She entered Postulatum in 1949 at St. Patrick School in San 
Francisco, and finished in 1950 at St. Philomena’s in St. Louis, Missouri. She received the 
Holy Habit on 30 December 1950 and made vows for the first time on 2 February 1955. Her 
many talents including singing, playing the piano and organ, and directing choir.
 She graduated from Immaculate Heart Academy in Watertown in 1947 and continued 
her studies in Spanish at the University of California, Los Angeles. In 1956, Sr. Josephine 
earned a B.S. in Education, Philosophy, English, and Social Psychology from Fontbonne 
College in St. Louis, and added a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Marquette University, Milwaukee, 
in 1968. 
 Sister Josephine began her teaching career in 1951 and she devoted much of her 
career to education. Her calling took her from St. Patrick School in Chicago, to St. Louise de 
Marillac School in St. Louis, to Marillac College in St. Louis, to Cathedral High School in San 
Francisco, and finally a lengthy residence at Cosgriff School in Salt Lake City. Beginning in 
1991, she served as Vice President of Mission Services at Seton Provincialate, and, in 1996, 
Sister Servant at Mount St. Joseph-St Elizabeth in San Francisco, before returning to Seton 
Provincialate in 1999. 
 In June of 2011 she was missioned to Labouré Residence as a full-time resident where 
she continued to share her love of poetry and writing. Over the years her health declined, 
and on 19 September 2019, she died peacefully surrounded by loved ones. She was 89 years 
old and 69 years vocation. She was laid to rest at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Los Altos, 
California.
 The V.S.I. would especially like to acknowledge Sister Josephine’s contribution 
to better understanding Elizabeth Seton. She was coauthor, with Margaret Alderman, of 
Companions for the Journey: Praying with Elizabeth Seton published in 1992. The book 
continues to be a valuable, popular Seton resource and has been reprinted several times 
over. We thank her, and celebrate a life devoted to education and service.
In Memoriam: Rev. John W. Carven, C.M., a founding member of the 
Vincentian Studies Institute and the first editor of Vincentian Heritage 
John Winslow Carven was born in 1932. After entering the Congregation of the 
Mission in 1952, he pursued his theological studies, and was ordained in 1960. His first 
assignment was at St. John’s in Brooklyn, where he taught religion, until his transfer to 
Niagara University in 1964, where he taught history. He earned an M.A. in History at St. 
John’s University, and in 1971 completed his Ph.D. in History at the State University of New 
York at Buffalo. In addition, he did graduate work leading to his dissertation: Napoleon 
and the Lazarists, published in 1974. 
He was one of two American confreres—the other being Stafford Poole, C.M.—to 
begin meetings of Groupe International d’Etudes Vincentiennes (GIEV) following the 1974 
General Assembly. This group was revised into the Secrétariat International d’Etudes 
Vincentiennes (SIEV), in 1980. Their purpose, to promote Vincentian studies, led to the 
formation of a national organization, still in existence, the DePaul University Vincentian 
Studies Institute (VSI). At first, the membership was limited to members of the Congregation 
of the Mission, but gradually it expanded to include the Daughters of Charity, and then 
others with scholarly interest in the field of Vincentian studies. Fr. Carven served as the first 
editor of the VSI’s journal, Vincentian Heritage. It began publication in 1979. 
Through these years, besides authoring other studies of Vincentian interest, Fr. 
Carven devoted himself increasingly to collaboration with a team of translators and editors 
charged with producing the first comprehensive English translation of Pierre Coste’s 
monumental French publication of Saint Vincent de Paul: Correspondence, Conferences, 
and Documents [CCD]. For this purpose, in 1985 he moved to Emmitsburg, Maryland, 
where the translation project was headquartered with editor and translator Sr. Marie 
Poole, D.C. In 1994, he received a new assignment, St. Joseph’s Seminary, in Princeton, 
N.J., where he continued the translation work and took charge of the archives of the 
Eastern Province. Renamed the Ducournau Archives, it moved from St. John’s 
University, Jamaica, N.Y., to St. Vincent’s Seminary, Philadelphia, the headquarters of 
the Eastern Province. 
In addition to his expert annotations for all thirteen volumes, Fr. Carven’s most 
significant work was the one-volume Index to the English translation of CCD published in 
2014. It is a complex work of more than 600 pages. This guide to the saint’s texts 
reveals his relationship to the Daughters of Charity and other religious communities, as 
well as the leaders and reformers of the Church in his time. Paging through this dense 
index, one can pull out aspects of the founder’s thinking, theology, and spirituality. Fr. 
Carven’s attention to detail and meticulous research are evident on every page. 
 Rev. John W. Carven, C.M., passed away on 11 September 2020. We wish to especially 
recognize his life of scholarship and his immense contributions to the VSI, to Vincentian 
Heritage, and the greater field of Vincentian studies.
A Congratulations to Dr. Edward Gray
 We would like to extend a congratulations to former V.S.I. research grant recipient 
Dr. Edward Gray of Purdue University for the recent successful defense of his dissertation 
entitled “The Marillac: Family Strategy, Religion, and Diplomacy in the Making of the 
French State during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries.” A major grant provided by 
the V.S.I. allowed Dr. Gray to begin his research in France in 2016. He is now planning to 
continue work on the manuscript with a goal of presenting it to an academic publisher for 
consideration.
News on the Seton Writings Project 
 The Seton Writings Project announces the completion of Phase Two of its multiyear 
research into documents written to and about Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, her family, 
friends, community, and advisers. This digital material, available in the Vincentian Heritage 
Collections of DePaul University Library, includes seven chronological charts listing over 
1,000 documents from 1767 through 1821 (the latest addition), including undated material, 
and their archival locations. Researchers will find these digital charts helpful in locating 
materials relevant to early American Church history. In particular, these materials shed 
light on Seton’s early life and conversion, the struggles and growth of Catholicism in the 
early republic, and the spread of the Vincentian charism in the United States as embraced 
by Mother Seton for her 1809 foundation of the Sisters of Charity in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
 Digital transcripts of selected documents are posted for each chart, by permission 
from their respective archives. Transcripts of additional documents may be posted in the 
future, pending archival permissions. We gratefully acknowledge the support of DePaul 
University’s Division of Mission and Ministry, Vincentian Studies Institute, and University 
Library. Seton Writings Project scholars include Regina Bechtle, S.C., and Judith Metz, S.C. 
(project co-editors), Vivien Linkhauer, S.C., and Betty Ann McNeil, D.C.
 Contact us at: Judith.metz@srcharitycinti.org or rbechtle@scny.org
PUBLICATIONS
NOTABLE BOOKS                            
Anthony E. Clark, China Gothic: The Bishop of Beijing and His Cathedral (University of 
Washington Press, 2020), 240 pp. ISBN: 9780295746678. Available at: Amazon.com 
 We are pleased to announce the release of Dr. Clark’s new book. Research completed 
for this publication was funded in part by the V.S.I.’s research grant program. From University 
of Washington Press: “As China struggled to redefine itself at the turn of the twentieth 
century, nationalism, religion, and material culture intertwined in revealing ways. This 
phenomenon is evident in the twin biographies of North China’s leading Catholic bishop of 
the time, Alphonse Favier, C.M. (1837–1905), and the Beitang cathedral, epicenter of the 
Roman Catholic mission in China through incarnations that began in 1701. After its relocation 
and reconstruction under Favier’s supervision, the cathedral—and Favier—miraculously 
survived a two-month siege in 1900 during the Boxer Rebellion. Featuring a French Gothic 
Revival design augmented by Chinese dragon–shaped gargoyles, marble balustrades in 
the style of Daoist and Buddhist temples, and other Chinese aesthetic flourishes, Beitang 
remains an icon of Sino-Western interaction.
 Anthony Clark draws on archival materials from the Vatican and collections in France, 
Italy, China, Poland, and the United States to trace the prominent role of French architecture 
in introducing Western culture and Catholicism to China. A principal device was the aesthetic 
imagined by the Gothic Revival movement of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the 
premier example of this in China being the Beitang cathedral. Bishop Favier’s biography is 
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a lens through which to examine Western missionaries’ role in colonial endeavors and their 
complex relationship with the Chinese communities in which they lived and worked.”
 
 Rose-Marie Peake, The Power of Religious Societies in Shaping Early Modern 
Society and Identities (Amsterdam University Press, 2020), 246 pp. ISBN: 9789462986688. 
Available at: Amazon.com 
 From the publisher: “The Power of Religious Societies in Shaping Early Modern 
Society and Identities studies the value system of the French Catholic community the Filles 
de la Charité, or the Daughters of Charity, in the first half of the seventeenth century. An 
analysis of the activities aimed at edifying morality in the different strata of society revealed 
a Christian anthropology with strong links to medieval traditions. The book argues that this 
was an important survival strategy for the Company with a disconcerting religious identity: 
the non-cloistered lifestyle of its members engaged in charity work had been made unlawful 
in the Council of Trent. Moreover, the directors Louise de Marillac and Vincent de Paul 
also had to find ways to curtail internal resistance as the sisters rebelled in quest of a more 
contemplative and enclosed vocation.”
 
 John E. Rybolt, C.M., trans. & annot., Claude-Joseph Lacour, C.M., A General 
History of the Congregation of the Mission Beginning after the Death of Blessed Vincent 
de Paul (DePaul University Vincentian Studies Institute, 2020), 306 pp. Available: Free to 
download on Via Sapientiae 
Click to enlarge
 The DePaul University Vincentian Studies Institute in the Department of Mission 
& Ministry, Chicago, Illinois, is pleased to announce our English language translation of A 
General History of the Congregation of the Mission Beginning after the Death of Blessed 
Vincent de Paul, by Claude-Joseph Lacour, C.M. This new title is offered free-of-charge to 
the public.
 This work is the earliest known history of the Congregation of the Mission and dates 
from about 1730. Vincentian historian John E. Rybolt, C.M., building on the initiative of 
Stafford Poole, C.M., completed this English translation from the original French. The 
author, Claude-Joseph Lacour, C.M. (1672-1731), drew from already published materials and 
his own recollections. While the story he tells may seem familiar, Lacour included materials 
that are unknown anywhere else and delivers a first-hand account of the Congregation’s 
rapid growth in those early days. The text is essential reading for anyone wishing to better 
understand Vincent de Paul’s society of apostolic life of priests and brothers following his 
death.
 A General History of the Congregation of the Mission is the latest monograph in 
our continuing series of scholarly, important works published by the V.S.I. It is designed 
for tablets and computer as a high-res interactive .pdf. The eBook has been rigorously 
annotated by Fr. Rybolt and is fully illustrated and searchable. We recommend that you 
utilize Adobe Reader or a similar program to optimize your reading experience.
 
 Alan Richard Sweeten, China’s Old Churches: The History, Architecture, and Legacy 
of Catholic Sacred Structures in Beijing, Tianjin, and Hebei Province (Brill, 2020), 442 pp. 
ISBN: 978-9004416123. Available at: Amazon.com 
Click to enlarge
 We are pleased to announce the release of Dr. Sweeten’s new book. Research completed 
for this publication was funded in part by the V.S.I.’s research grant program. From Brill: 
“China’s Old Churches, by Alan Sweeten, surveys the history of Catholicism in China (1600 
to the present) as reflected by the location, style, and details of sacred structures in three 
crucial areas of north China. Closely examined are the most famous and important churches 
in the urban settings of Beijing and Tianjin, as well as lesser-known ones in rural Hebei 
Province. Missionaries built Western-looking churches to make a broad religious statement 
important to themselves and Chinese worshippers. Non-Catholics, however, tended to see 
churches as socio-politically foreign and culturally invasive. The physical-visual impact of 
church buildings is significant. Today, restored old churches and new sacred structures 
are still mostly of Western style, but often include a sacred grotto dedicated to Our Lady of 
China—a growing number of Catholics supporting Marian-centered activities.”
NOTABLE VIDEOS
Watch Mykhailo Bogdanov’s short film which won the DePaul University Division of Mission 
& Ministry’s 2019 Vinny Prize, titled: Public Action to Deliver Shelter. 
 Two years ago, DePaul film student, Mykhailo Bogdanov, volunteered at P.A.D.S. 
for an overnight shift. He was fascinated by the dedication and love showed by the staff to 
every person who came in for shelter. That night changed him forever. He described it as 
“an unbelievable experience to help and most importantly, to give my time to those who 
were in need of it.” It was so marking, in fact, that he decided to create a short film about it 
which went on to win first place in the 2019 Vinny Prize competition. View online: Public 
Action to Deliver Shelter 
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Matthieu Brejon de Lavergnée, professor and Holtschneider Chair of 
Vincentian Studies (center); Salma Ghanem, interim provost (left); and 
Guillermo Vásquez de Velasco, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences; celebrate the Vincentian Studies Institute’s 40th anniversary.
Courtesy DePaul University/Randall Spriggs
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